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66 — 68 Hagley Road
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Dear Mr Singh

Thank you for your letter received on 19" July regarding bed provision for Heart of
Birmingham residents.

With regard to intermediate care beds in HoB, we have already recognised that a
growing number of people need support to fully recover after an iliness and/or do not
need to be admitted to an acute hospital in order to get better. Therefore in order
start to meet those needs, in November 2008 we increased the number of
community intermediate care beds for HoB residents from 36 to 58 beds and also
improved the facilities available to support recovery through the opening of the
Intermediate Care Unit in the Local Authority Norman Power Centre in Ladywood
where the PCT currently provides 32 beds which are supported by modern purpose
built facilities.

In addition the PCT has also increased the number of staff available to support and
care for people in their own homes, so that from April 2010 double the number of
people can now remain at home or return there quicker following an illness whilst still
continuing to be supported to fully recover. As part of consultation work undertaken
with older adults they have particularly indicated that they want to remain at home
and avoid going into hospital/or staying any longer than necessary and we have
taken this into account in developing our intermediate care services.

The PCT intends to continue to increase the number of intermediate care beds and
has plans to provide an extra 30 beds across the patch by 2014/15, some of which

may be located on the current City Hospital site when the new hospital for Sandwell
and West Birmingham is relocated to Grove Lane.

As part of the development of the new hospital, the number of beds for some
conditions will be reduced on the hospital site because we have made other
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